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Project launched 2007, MWI 501(c)(3) established 2012

Our mission is to educate Minnesotans on our native plants, raise awareness on threats like invasive species, and inspire 
people to explore our great state, appreciate its natural heritage, and become involved in preserving it.

Highlights from the 2025 field season

Field Activity Summary

• 8,000 miles traveled

• 2,500 images shot

• Surveyed locations in 29 
Minnesota counties

Genera completed

2025 Website Statistics

Species added: 12

Species updated: 44

New maps: 550

Total species: 1848

Website visitors:
1.5 million
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Other Services & Public Outreach
Our images continue to be in high demand. Requestors 
include:

• Biophare Museum (Québec)

• Como Community Seed Library

• Dakota County Historical Society

• Forêt Capitale Forest (Canada)

• Georgia Botanical Society

• Hydro-Québec (Canada)

• Invasive Species Action Network

• Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife

• Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species 
Program

• Michigan Natural Features Inventory

• Midwest Invasive Plant Network

• Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center

• Minnesota Conservation Volunteer

• Minnesota GreenCorps

• Minnesota Horticultural Society

• North Shore Forest Collaborative

• Northern Gardener Magazine

• Panjab University (India)

• Penn State University

• Ramboll

• Red Line Editorial

• RES

• Santa Fe Botanical Garden

• Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

• The Nature Conservancy

• University of Chicago

• University of Minnesota Extension

• University of Wisconsin Madison

• USDA

• W. Szafer Institute of Botany (Poland)

• Wild Seed Project

• Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources

• Working Lands Conservation (Utah)

2025 Contributors
Many thanks to the following, who helped move the project 
along this year by providing plant images and/or location 
info: Ben Bullard, Tony Ernst, Otto Gockman, Gabriel 
Jenny, Rhett Johnson, Jaxon Lane, and John Thayer.

A Note From the President
Botany is not static. As research progresses, species that 
were once thought to be one thing turn out to be something 
else, sometimes multiple something elses. We see this in 
several Minnesota species, which means Minnesota 
Wildflowers has to adjust its plant profiles accordingly, and 
new image sets may well be required to document it 
adequately.

I’ve learned a fair amount of this from monitoring and 
taking part in discussions on iNaturalist, what is now an 
enormous biodiversity atlas first conceived by students at 
UC Berkeley in 2008. While I take some of the “research 
grade” observations with a large grain of salt, there are 
increasingly real experts weighing in on identifications of 
some of the more troublesome groups.

Minnesota’s cacti fall into this category. What has been 
called, at different times, Opuntia macrorhiza or Opuntia 
humifusa may actually be something else altogether, the 
consensus being Opuntia cymochila, which is considered by 
some references to be a synonym of Opuntia tortispina. It is 
questionable whether O. macrorhiza or O. humifusa still 
exist in Minnesota, or elsewhere in the Upper Midwest, but 
in 2025 I started the task of photographing different 
populations in the state to build a new image library, and to 
look for differences across these populations. This process 
will continue in 2026 and beyond.

Other species under review include a rare Minuartia 
(sandwort), perhaps now a different species, and a rare 
Thaspium (meadow parsnip), perhaps now two different 
species.

While the website is currently pretty comprehensive in its 
coverage of Minnesota’s flora, it really means the project 
can never be “finished”. There’s always something new in 
the plant world, and we’ll do our best to cover it.

Katy Chayka
Creator of Minnesota Wildflowers,
President and Board Chair

2025 Board of Directors
Katy Chayka, President                       Cora Rost, Secretary
Victoria Ranua, Treasurer       John Thayer, Board Member



2025 Financial Summary
Total income for fiscal year 2024: $67,130

2025 Donors (* repeat donor – a very special thanks to you!)

$1000+: George & Terry Balogh*, Kit Healy*, Lolita Keck*

$500+

Marcus Brandt*, Gail Hanson*, Charles Kjos*, Louise Liao*, Hollis Marriott*

$100+

Jackie Anderson, Craig Andresen*, John Arthur*, Michelle Beddor*, David Betzler*, Matthew Billings*, Luke Boening, 
Nancy & Steve Braker*, Nancy Brennan*, Gerald Bridge*, Robert Brin*, Mary Florence Brink*, Linda Clipson*, Jaron 
Cook*, Timothy Counts*, Gail DeBoer*, Kristin Driessen*, J.S. Futcher*, Katharine Gillispie*, John Goodge & Vicki 
Hansen*, Douglas Grann*, Alex Gwidt, Brandon Hankey*, Kathryn Hatlestad*, Glenn Heins*, Diane Hilscher*, Minna 
Hovinen, Kathleen Johnson*, Luann Johnson*, Monica Kahout, Kristen Koeppen*, John Lang*, Aili Langseth*, Renay 
Leone*, Erin Lovell*, Duane Madison*, Edward Mallam*, Howard Markus*, Janet Mason, Mary McConnell, Kelly McGill, 
Katherine Meehan*, Megan Moudry, Janet Nelson*, Jon Nicholson*, Marcie O'Connor*, Michael O'Connor*, Joseph 
Ofstedal*, Erik Olsen*, Anne Phares*, Leanne Phinney*, Thomas Rosburg*, Mark Sheehan*, Jacob Simones*, Lori 
Skulski*, Charles Snyder, Deborah Sweeney*, Julia Vanatta*, Jennifer Wahls, Timothy Walker*, Guy Waterval, John 
Wheeler*, Jordan Wilson, John Winegarden*, Patrick Wintheiser*, Michael Wolesky*, and 5 anonymous donors

$50+

Helen Alexander, Mark Basiletti*, Joyce Benoit*, Samuel Berger*, Mary G Brown*, Michele Burlew*, Sharon Burt*, Karen 
Christy*, Michelle Cochran*, Dave Crawford*, Ann Delgehausen*, Richard Devine*, Laura Dillon*, C Dosch Enterprises*, 
Joel Dunnette*, Edward Elliman*, Christine Fitzer*, Laurie Forsberg*, Bruce Galer*, Ryan Gleason*, Briana Gross*, Mary 
Hammill*, MJ Hatfield*, George Host*, Brian Johnson*, Jeffrey Johnson*, Maureen Johnson*, Ann Journey*, John 
Kramer*, David Kuhnau*, Kevin Kutter*, Cheryl Litwack*, Scott McGerik*, Nancy Moore*, Keith Nelson*, William L. 
North, Michael O'Brien*, Shane Omersa*, Douglas Owens-Pike*, Sharon Parker*, Ethan Perry*, Gary Peterson, Janet Petri*,
Nickolai Plattes*, Stephen Poole*, Mary Beth Pottratz*, Jean Ranweiler*, Scott Regenscheld*, Steven Roste*, Sharon 
Shinomiya*, Theresa Smith*, Margaret Taylor, Candace Thomas*, Ann B Toftness, Clare Walker, Elizabeth Welsh*, Michael 
White, Laurie Yahr*
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2025 Donors (continued)

$25+

Mary Adams, Joyce Altobelli, Christian Anderson*, Martha Anderson*, Melinda Anderson*, Cindy Angerhofer*, Vaughn 
Asselstine, Nicole Banigan, Laura Baxley*, Elizabeth Beck*, Michelle Beloskur, Jacob Bendel, Katelyn Bergstrom, Diane Bernthal,
Lori Biederman*, Julia Bjorklund, Simba Blood*, Joanne Boettcher*, Regina Bonsignore*, Chase Bowen, Sara Brokaw*, Thomas 
Brotherton, Lindsay Buck, Daniel Burns*, Bradley Burquest*, Dawn Cameron*, Suzanne Candell*, Karen Carruthers, Maria 
Cicenas, Catherine Clayton*, Jacqueline Clinton, Daniella Collier*, Catherine Conlan*, Brambleigh Cottage*, Diana Cumming*, 
John Dahlseng, Robert Dana*, Garrett Davenport, Elizabeth Dawson*, Janna De Lue*, Beverly Derscheid*, Sandra Dewitz*, Jim 
Dexheimer*, Laura Domyancich-Lee, Teresa Dybvig, Amy Dykstra*, Sherry Dzamba*, Allison Earl, Karen Eckman*, Bruce 
Ehresman*, John Ellinger*, Natalie Enzmann, Donald Evans*, Nancy Falkum*, Laura Fischer Walter, Lori Fossum, Daniel Freese*,
Karro Frost, Katherine Gann Liu*, Joe Gartner, Peter Gausmann, Michael Gertjejansen, Jeri Glick, Daniel Goldner*, Maureen 
Graber*, Roger Granberg*, Valiree Green*, Julie Greenwood*, Denise Gregg, Don Grunnes*, Jeffrey Gustafson, Mary Jo 
Gustafson*, Charles M Hancher, Melanie Haney*, Cindy Harper, Dorothy Hastings*, Jay Hatch*, Mary J Hedstrom*, Lauryn 
Heineman*, Carol Hepokoski*, Phyllis Higman, Gary D Hipple*, Elizabeth Horst, Gretta Huntstiger, Kendra Hyland, Grace 
Jablonski*, Laura Jackson*, Naomi Jackson*, Bruce Jacobs, Catherine Jarocki, Timothy Johnson*, Steffi Jonas*, Deborah Jude, 
Robert Jurusik, Stacie Kageyama*, Andrea Kantola*, Lisa Kappenman*, Douglas Kelso*, Courtney Kerns*, Susan Kinnee*, 
Catherine Klatt*, Robert Klenzman*, Peter Koenig*, Lorna Koestner*, Diana Kuklinski*, Christa Lane-Larsen*, Jerald Lantto, 
Greta Larson, Asenath LaRue*, John Latimer*, Pamela Layton*, Thomas Leeper, Nancy Lehman, Jussi Lehti, Scott Lind*, Steve 
Lindaas*, Donna Long*, Sarah Lorenz, Jacki Lundt*, Stephanie Lyon*, Susan MacKinnon, Cynthia A Malinowski*, Teresa 
Marrone*, George-Ann Maxson, Susan McCallum*, Mary McDougal*, Douglas McGrady, Elizabeth McIntosh*, Ann McKenzie*, 
Julie McLaughlin, Donald McMahan*, David McMurray, Sally McNamara, Molly McNicoll*, James Menger-Anderson, Claire 
Michelsen, Douglas Miedtke*, Paul Mielke*, Paul Mielke*, Mary Millard, Karen Miller, Margaret Milligan, Larry Moss*, Marti 
Mullen*, Cheryl Muller, Jonathan Nene, Anna Newton*, Mark Niznik, Gail Olson, Irene Olson*, Ruth V Olson*, Steven Olson, 
Spencer Oughton, Holly Palmersten, David Paulson*, Constance Pepin*, Stephen Perry, Carole Peter, Patrick Peters*, Phil 
Peterson, Robert Phaneuf, Tyler Pieper, Joseph Plantenberg*, Sarah Poznanovic, Jennifer Pyper-Muno, Janna Quam, Teri Radke*, 
James W Raich*, Brandon Rakow, Tara Ramsey*, Diana Rankin*, Gregory Rasmussen*, Neal S Ratzlaff, Donald Regan, Constance
Rew, Nathan Roiger, Nancy Rose*, Meghan Ross, Daniel Ruda, Kathryn Ruggerio, Kendra Rysan, Kari Sanders Merritt, Richard 
Schroeder*, David Schwaegler*, Kieran Schwartz*, Marcia Seelhoff*, Paul Seguin, Katherine Sidles*, Lindsey Skrdlant, Scott 
Slocum, Angela Smith*, Eric Smith*, Kristin Snow*, Laura Southcott, Janet Sowards, Barbara Spears, Specialty Garden Markers 
Inc.*, Eben & Kathleen Spencer*, Spruce Hollow Designs, Erin Spry, Kathrine Stainbrook*, Michael Stattelman*, Nick Steffel*, 
Christine Steffl*, Kenneth Stewart*, Shannon Stewart*, Michael Stiefvater*, Dacia Stiles*, James Stripe*, Natasha Stroebl, Kristin 
K Strohman, Lauren Sullivan, Rebecca Susag*, Heidi Swanson*, Kenneth Sytsma, Anneliese Tatham*, Laura Teele*, Hannah 
Texler*, Elizabeth Tiller*, Anne C Tisel, Kyle Turoczi, Diane Tvedt*, Vicki L Volker, Katherine Wellert, Connie Wetmore*, Bridget 
Wickstrom, Bonnie Williams*, Sharon Williams Prahl, Jay Wilson*, Linda Wood, Katherine Wynne*, Joshua Yank*, Haleigh 
Ziebol, Patricia A. Zimmerman, and 3 anonymous donors

$5+

Dorothy Anderson*, Elizabeth Anderson*, Erin Anderson, Ross Armant, Nancy Babcock*, Andrew Bartus, Beverly Benedict*, 
Jayson Benoit, Robert Bergstrom, Nancy Berlin*, Tanya Elizabeth Berns Buckner, Sherry Bianchi-Knod*, Lois Bjorlie*, Elizabeth 
Boyle*, Joni Bozzo*, Brad Brown, William Brown*, Ian Burns, Paul Cantrell, Paul Carr, Matthew Coffey, Kevin Connor*, Stewart 
Corn*, Debbie Covart*, Joan Covington, Ashley Dadoun, Lynn Dale*, Michelle Davis, Cathy Diers, Dorothy Dolezal, Diane 
Dorau, Matthew Dorfman, Elizabeth Eisenhauer, Joanne Epp*, Edward Everett, Chad Fancher, Michael Farrell, Michael Farris, 
Jacob Fenno, Laura Ferrera*, Cynthia Fetzer, Patricia Finch*, David Findling, Robin Fladebo, Aaron Folsom*, Lora Friedemann*, 
Penny Fuller*, Martha Catherine Furr, Stanley Gagner*, Ria Mai Geguera, Kristen Gilje*, Rafael Gutierrez, Guy Haglund*, 
Jonathan Hanft, Brandie Hanson, Sharyl Helgeson*, Evelyn Heller*, Herbal Oils & Wellness*, Nicole Hess, Sen Holiday, Arleen 
Hollenhorst, LeAnne Jergensen*, Mary Johnson, Zachary Johnson, Meredith Junker, Minjae Kim, Tara Kline, Jo Koenig*, Elinor 
Kostic*, Rachel Lambert*, Brett Larson*, Diana Lieffring*, James Lind*, Katie Lindstrom, Kathleen Lord, Jane Lustig, William 
Maciejko*, Liam Magistad*, Peter Maiser*, Amelia McDonald, Joan McKearnan*, Rachelle McKnight, Jessica McMahon*, 
Lorraine Mitchell*, Meghan Mitchell, Debra Monson*, Fredrick Moors, Michael Mossman*, Maryellen Mueller, Jeanette Muller, 
Kelly Mundt, Susan Nelson*, Jeffrey Nesta, Timothy Newcomb*, David Oien, Kirsten Otto*, Mike Patrick*, Luci Pazar, Kimaree 
Poole, Leslie Prahl*, Joe Prigelmeier*, Renee Rademacher, Keenan Radzak, Thomas Ray*, Angela Rein, Emily Risinger, Rock 
Prairie Gardens & Seed*, Teresa Roguski*, Emily Sames Art, Rebecca Sanders, Kathryn Schaffer, Eric Schubert, Jenni Schubert, 
Susan Sedro, Micah Slavkin, Ronald Spinosa*, David Steffens, Steve Stockey, Helen Strand*, Nate Strauss, Jean Sundlof, Alan 
Temple*, Terri Tilotta*, Charles Tritt, Muffet G Trout, John Valo*, David Vandenbelt*, Lucille Vanek*, Thomas Vogen*, Erik 
Voldal*, Gwen Williams, Michael Worland*, Anne Young*, Roberta Zimmerman, and 11 anonymous donors
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